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Hamburg, 17th of January 2013 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
 With this letter I warmly recommend Dag Søgaard, who worked 
as a research assistant in my lab.  Dag did a six‐month traineeship from 
August 2012 until January 2013 in my laboratory at the EMBL as part of 
his Bachelor’s degree at the Erhvervsakademiet Aarhus. He arranged the 
support for his stay in Hamburg by securing his own funding. 

 
The EMBL is a European laboratory for molecular biology, and 

it maintains an outstation in Hamburg as part of the Deutsche 
Synchrotron (DESY) campus.  The Hamburg outstation has a long‐ 
standing reputation in Structural Biology, and it serves the international 
community with a number of experimental stations to do X‐ray protein 
crystallography and small angle X‐ray scattering.  My facility was 
recently established to serve the user community in the preparation of 
protein samples for structural characterization (http://www.embl‐ 
hamburg.de/facilities/spc/index.html).  In an effort to widen the user 
community, we are building a platform for sample preparation and 
characterization to help non‐expert users to obtain samples that are 
amenable for structural characterization. 
 
 As a trainee, Dag was schooled in the use of a range of 
instruments for biophysical characterization. He learned to calibrate and 
operate a MALDI-TOF Voyager mass spectrometer that is used for 
protein identification and peptide finger printing. He learned to operate a 
real-time PCR machine that is used for differential fluorescent 
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calorimetry. In a very short time, Dag became independent in the 
processing of incoming samples from both local and international 
scientists. 
 Dag was also involved in the protein expression, purification and 
characterization of recombinant GroEL, a chaperone for protein folding 
from E. coli. This protein was produced as a test case for many 
biophysical techniques, and Dag laid the ground work for the large scale 
production of this important test system. He wrote an excellent report on 
the production of GroEL, that is now used by a graduate student to 
follow up on his work. 
 
 As you can see from this impressive list of achievements, Dag is 
a very bright and hard worker. He was always ready to do menial tasks, 
as long as he could learn about new techniques and the biology behind 
the projects. 
 
 Dag has good computer skills, he prepared concise and clear 
scientific reports and he gave a clear presentation on GroEL production. 
He is fluent in English and was a much-liked lab citizen. I think he will 
be a valuable addition to any Life Science environment. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you need more information. 
 
 

Sincerely yours, 
 

 

 
 
Rob Meijers 

 
 



 

 

 

To whom it may concern  

 

 

 

Your ref.  
Our ref. UFRA 
 

Dag Søgaard have interned at Topsoe Fuel Cell A / S from 21st of February to 30st of June as part of the 
educational program as a process technologist from Kold College in Odense.  

Dag has solved a task for measuring the thickness of anode in our production. The task was solved very 
competent and satisfactory in that Dag showed that he can work very independently, thoroughly and with 
a scientific approach to the tasks. Dag managed to construct a design which he built and tested before 
concluding on the results. The conclusion is used as a recommendation to our continuing work and we can 
now measure the thickness more accurately than we could before Dag's placement.  

I especially appreciated Dag's autonomous work and his creative approach to the development of the 
measurement setup. He has an internship period tested several different types of setups and he has even 
come up with recommendations for further work.  

Dag has worked in our production and he has had a good dialogue with both operators and engineers. Dag 
is calm and he knows how to listen and ask the right questions when he is seeking new knowledge.  

I can give my warmest recommendations to Dag and wish him every success in his further studies and job 
search.  
 
 
 
Sincerely  
 
 
 
 
Uffe Rahbæk  
Manager Production Development  
Topsoe Fuel Cell A / S 
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